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Fostering Early Language
and Conversations
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- Marketable employment skills
- Social and economic engagement
- Transition to further education or training
- Academic achievement and retention

Social-emotional and behavioural wellbeing; social cognition skills

- Fluency - Scaffolding

- Comprehension from parents
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Academic Attainment
& Employability

« Language skills at age 5 are more predictive of reading skills at age
11 than factors such as behaviour, friendships , emotional wellbeing.

« Poor language at age five means you are four times more likely to
struggle with reading at age 11.

 Children struggling in language development at 5 are:

- six times less likely to be behind in English at age 11,
« and eleven times more likely to be behind in maths at age 11.

 Early language skills at five are linked with employment outcomes at
age 34. O

« Approximately 60% of young people in the youth justice system were
identified as having SLCN (Bryan, 2015). Only 2% of youth offenders
in one study had accessed any form of SALT services (Lanz, 2009). O
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Mental Health &
Relationships

* Spoken language skills are important in building and
maintaining relationships, understanding and expressing
feelings and emotions - and problem solving.

* Good spoken language skills are identitied as supporting
resilience when it comes to mental health.

* Early language ability at two years predicts later emotional
and behavioural ability

* Good language skills at 7 predict better quality friendships o
atage 16
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What's
typical talk
at Primary?

This poster describes the stoges of Typicol languoge
Sevelopmant, with xamples of what you might see
and hear in @ clessroom or school environment.
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Task 1: What is typical
talk?

S o gk mywtors imingon + Undersonds o renge of et
R what iyl WEITh 2 TS SRR

Understoneh 2 ko % port spoken
mirucone

= Lisww moncia mor specifcoly ts
£2n cnewer o Fow' or Wiy' ke the mesring cearer:

Stz

Eompore wonds, the way thay
Inck, wound or mear:

Uncher and comments b muka for
mxplonation

ary_milestone_poster_-_final.pdf e

Uindierst o eompter 34 3 part [ S —— ——
inatruction: #m cthars chu Lning shep, sitm,
ferction, i
Unas merwy bk words in o
REECFi: 22 aRprORE way

Listerna ko kay information Lnes = mange of word s neleted o

tima ond msaure

i in discussons ohout =n
Able o infer meoning, seson nd octiwity using lope: vooabedery:

o

Suntim acthve ibming txboth  + My choigey frem 2 wide ard
arcl the way | . woried vocobuleny:

Follows kangar instrection Ehot

orw ot Fasmor:

¢ L ashsated e bt tre
meaning ik st sl

Undersionds diffsssnt question
R

Undersionds simpis jof
nimpin i, bt con e renlly
mxgricin why thay ore furey o
e thry rresan:

m‘ﬂ?... = e

For furthes infesrmation ond sdvice
www.talkingpoint. org uk

The Bd/dﬂc'/'ﬂj AcT - Cornerstone

Speech Sounds,

Grammar and
Sentence Building

* Sy monts chaury ot heogh may
writ 2 faw comglen
un bimza

-m.-mal.;?mn.n:

Spwwch i clssr with scomional
Simes sepaciuyuddh conmasns

mrodnmwm-ﬂn

Aaks iotn of sumtiom b find ot
specifc infarmation induding
How” and Wity

U défarrst weyn b fon phaaes
1= il mepican 2ty on mere:

Apmmch i clace, L werth with
zungs Lagethen or wars
e gkt :n,uc

Unem reguizr and Lnumui word

Unem complan gr=mmar and
erstencan o clarify, wmmerie,
axplan ondplan:

e jong and czmples wmtence
struciuni:

Unwa queations o help
e

Sentwnces overoge chout To 10
word - |onger i wteries than in
amwerestion.
Kraws whan o sentance ot
gremmetically comect

axplom rue of gromemor.

difficult to identify.

\
{ Werbal Storytelling

and Narrative

Lints wvenis with soma dtzi:

Dhwacibws wwmnts bt ot ohways
joned kagetter or in the right oxdar

riey that aet the wans,
havea bawis pist and 0 Eequmce
af mana.

Baginy o bw zmore of mhot the
i s clrwacty knowes and check:

Accurctwly precicty mhat wil
happen in 2atary.

Starien hoven goed sirchue mith

Ut lst, on eziang .

e intonatizn 2 moke
storyewling ond mports sactis
R -

detial or becwen information
ot acaeding = how muchin
fready known by the nterar.

o e o o o it

damcription.

Evarycay lerguoge i detoied and
ok cbweys chot ther immedicts

ranokeing the main storpne
Usen complex jaining sy

talauztilden
ramTarice

Comversations and
Social Interacti

= Confidertly storts and takey
partin rndividunl and growp
comenaton.
Jeim in =rd organies ca-cpmrsthe
Toka pieyy writh friars onat eon
pratand iz be scrrecne siw
oy
Uses v b ok

‘ofeiont 2 dasian desa

o

by turm o ok linken, and
el T
2 groum
Ka.culunl:pchllmu'

b rroces o & bk

Copie athers’ langusge ond
e b b crwors of cusrent pesr
larguzor

Lwn zrd wxpa:
nmululmmn

Liwen formal longuoge when
RGN i uama famr

Ursartands comemotiznal e

Lrumn tore of veic, atrens on mara
one gewture notursly o oda
m-u-u;

iargusge for il range of
Bl e

L-un--u
Separedng oot ek they ore, who

g iy ey
dang

+ Comemunicobe mmu,—
share o zrd infarmtia
=dhaca

T far oo e et of
opiniom.

Pt whan pespla dort futy
underaiond and tries o help Ehem

¢ 1Sh Hubs

erstone English Hub



O Department
for Education

The Reading Framework

framework

* Underpinning the reforms to the Early Years Foundation Stage is
the aim of reducing the language gap between children from
language-rich homes and others.

* The progress of these children depends on adults engaging them
In high-quality dialogue and direct teaching so that they can.

Articulate what they know
and understand

Develop their knowledge

across all areas of learning

* Critical to this are children’s back and forth interactions with adults: These OO
form the foundations for language and cognitive development.

* The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and
peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. Q
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Pronunciation
« Development is not
. fully sequential -
Understanding stages are met and

revisited

throughout
development.
Looking & Listening

Attachment / Being Attuned
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Share attention Respond Expand Conversation

Be at the child’s level. Pay Follow the child’s lead. Repeat what the chid says Have extended back and forth

attention to what they are Respond 1o their non-verbal and bulid on it by adding more interactions. Give children time

focused on. and verbal communications. Words to tum it into a 10 listen, process and reply.
You could make a brief sentence.

comment on what they
can see, hear or feel.
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"Sustained shared thinking involves two

or more people working together to solve
a problem, clarify an issue, evaluate
activities, or extend a narrative. Key
features include all parties contributing to
the interaction — one aimed at extending
and developing children’s thinking."
-Matt Bromley - SecEd O O

Sustained Shared ®

Thinking
, Hubs
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It can happen anywhere!

Incidental learning
Planned focus Play —indoors and
activities outdoors
. Hubs
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Narrating a child's activity

Reflecting

Make links o
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helps children
communicate
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Adults scaffold talk
through interaction

* What strategies were used well?

* What would be the next steps at a
similar interaction with this child?

O
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Environments scaffold talk through opportunities
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Task 2: Communication Hotspots

* Create or think of a map of your classroom and / or school layout (inside
and out)

* Observe children engaged in activities for a few set periods during the
day

* Mark the hotspots on your map with a coloured cross — one cross for a
place where there is some purposeful talk; more crosses where there is
lots of purposeful talk

* With another coloured pen, mark the places where there is little talk

. Hubs
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Teaching words and

making them stick

Extending and deepening

children’s vocabulary
O

O
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Quantity and quality
count
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What if you don’t know some words?

How can you tell streaked tenrecs are ¢ H 5@ animals?

How do streaked tenrecs YOO O @WK NYSSe N ?

Sometimes streaked tenrec families get ¢+ OSSO @ £ in
the rainforest and need to YOO O @ WMHNYSS e with each
other. They make high-pitched sounds when they need to find O
each other. This process is called +¢O0X L2 @ @55 ¢ XM,
O

Streaky and Squeaky — 2024 SATs KS 2 Reading Hubs
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Why Books?

Spoken Language Written language

Less formal — greater use

0 Formal tone
of colloguialisms

Spontaneous Planned structure

o
English Hubs
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Everyday conversation

O
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Learning words

* Learning to recognise and produce the sounds of
the words;

* Learning the meaning of the word (dog = four-
legged, furry animal that says woof); and

* Learning how to develop the representation of the word
and generalise the word correctly (such as learning that
dog can be used to refer to all different types of dogs but
cannot be used to refer to any cats, no matter how similar @,
they may look to dogs; or that go can stand in for walk, run,
stroll, or drive, but, for example, walk cannot always be

used in place of go). O
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Rich, decontextualised Knowledge Knowledge of a word but Narrow context- General sense; for example: No knowledge
of a word’s meaning, its relationship  not able to recall it readily = bound knowledge ‘mendacious
to other words, and its extensionto  enough to use in has a negative connotation’
metaphorical use appropriate situation
Palpable

Admonish

Ameliorate

Heredity

Table

Fast
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What words to teach

Tier 3
Low-frequency words,
domain specific.

Tier 2
High-frequency words found in many
different content areas.

Tierl
Words of everyday speech, ‘
familiar to most children.

. Intro ;o Beck’s work English Hubs @
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Some Criteria for Identifying Tier Two
Words

* Importance and utility: Words that are characteristic of
mature language users and appear frequently across a
variety of domains.

* Instructional potential: Words that can be worked with in a
variety of ways so that students can build rich
representations of them and of their connections to other
words and concepts.

» Conceptual understanding: Words for which students O
understand the general concept but provide precision and
specificity in describing the concept. o

Hubs
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Accidentally, drowsy, pranced, scorched,
envious, delighted and forlorn

Envious- all 5 year olds know what it is like to want
something someone else has

Delighted- being very happy
Forlorn — being very sad

: Hubs
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A structure for teaching a word

1. Introduce the word in the context of the story

2. Children say the word (develop awareness of
syllables, initial sounds, saying tricky clusters)

3. Child friendly explanation, "This word means..."

4. Teacher provides example of the word out of
the story context "l would/might/a time |

was..." o
5. Children engage and interact with the word

6. Children say the word again
Hubs
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PEER

This is a simple sequence that can be used to
support shared, or ‘dialogic’, reading. When reading
together, adults can pause and:

* Prompt the child to say something about the
book;

 Evaluate their response;
« Expand their response by rephrasing or adding

information to it; and O
* Repeat the prompt to help them learn from the
expansion. O
Hubs
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PEER Example
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Q CROWD

There are five main types of promjcats that can be used as part
of the PEER sequence. The prompts can be remembered
using the acronym CROWD:

« Completion—leave a blank at the end of a sentence for children
to complete (this works particularly well with books with rhymes or
repetitive phrases);

* Recall-ask children about something they have already read
(these prompts support children to understand the story plot);

« Open-ended—often with a focus on pictures in books (this works
y(\gell V\)/Ith illustrations and encourages children to express their
ideas);

« Wh—prompts that begin with ‘who’, ‘what’, ‘where’, ‘why’, and O
‘when' (‘what’ questions can be used to develop vocabulary); and

. Distancing—connects the book to children’s own life experiences
and provides an opportunity for high quality discussion. O

. Hubs
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Final Thoughts

* Is there anything you would like to share?

* Any takeaway thoughts?

O
O
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