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Discuss:

To what extent do we view 
the rise of AI similarly to the 
rise of the internet in 
education?
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John B. Nash, Ph.D. – LinkedIn Post 
01/03/25
• “If students don’t learn how to think with AI, they’ll let AI think 

for them.”
• Generative AI can amplify learning—or weaken it. Studies show that when 

students engage critically with AI, they learn more. But when they rely on it to 
do the work for them, learning declines. The key? Teach students to think 
with AI, not just use it.

• Confidence in AI can lower critical thinking. Research suggests that 
when people trust AI too much, they question it less. The best 
educators will teach students how to balance trust and skepticism
when using AI tools.
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Marking With AI
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Copyright & Data

Consider the rules!
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What are the tools you 
are interested in?

Share your thoughts



The Balancing Act – Cornerstone English Hub Conference March 2025

How could we use it?

What issue does it help us solve?
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How could we use it?

What issue does it help us solve?
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Start with the 
issue
What issue does it help us solve?
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bing.com

chatgpt.com

gemini.google.com
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Explain the commutative law of maths to me as if I am ten 
years old.
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Explain what tier two words are

Explain what tier two words are
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Give me a bullet pointed list of the key information that I 
should teach in year 4 about the Romans.

• Now tell me more about… / what specifically about …
• What is the key vocabulary for …
• What are confusing things about the Roman gods that I 

should be careful when teaching
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Write five multiplication word problems using tens and ones multiplied by ones. 
Make the context superheroes with the main characters as Miss Rothery and Mr 
James. Use UK English.
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I am reading ‘Holes’ with my Year 6 class at the moment. What type of 
inference or deduction questions could I ask them about chapter 5?

• What sort of answers might I get? 
• What misconceptions might they have about these?
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I am a class teacher of seven year olds. I have several boys who don’t like reading. 
They love super heroes, dinosaurs. What age-appropriate books should I try to 
get them to read?
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Write four examples of run-on sentences about Minecraft 
to show eight year olds. 

• For each give a correct version.
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Explain the word ‘rotation’ to me as if I am eight, and then give me five 
sentences that use the word, but in different age-appropriate contexts and 
sentence structures.
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You are a primary school English teacher of ten year olds. The class are practicing reading 
comprehension. Please write an approximately 300 word story beginning about a boy who is 
running to get on a train to escape a gang of bullies. Use UK English.

• Write ten comprehension questions that could be answered based on the above story. 
Include a range of question types.

• Write 6 multiple choice questions that need the reader to infer the answer from the story
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Bobby's heart pounded in his chest like a runaway drum as he sprinted towards the train station. The echoes of laughter 

and taunting voices from the gang of bullies were close behind him, their cruel words fuelling his desperate race.

Rain was pelting down, making the cobblestone streets slick under his worn-out trainers. The usually busy town centre 

was deserted due to the weather, offering no refuge for Bobby. His only hope was to catch the late afternoon train that 

would whisk him away before they could reach him.

The old station, a beacon of safety, loomed in the distance. His breath was coming in ragged gasps and his legs felt like 

lead, but Bobby forced himself to keep going. As he turned a corner, he caught a glimpse of the train puffing out steam, 

ready to depart. He had to make it!

His fear was momentarily replaced by hope as he dashed onto the platform just as the conductor was about to blow his 

whistle. But the cruel sound of the bullies' voices reached his ears. They had followed him onto the station!

With a last burst of adrenaline, Bobby dashed towards the train. The conductor, noticing his distress, extended a hand to 

help him aboard. As Bobby hoisted himself onto the train, the whistle blew, and the wheels began to turn. He pressed 

his face against the cold glass of the window, watching as the bullies arrived on the platform, their faces a picture of 

surprise and frustration.

Bobby heaved a sigh of relief. He was safe. The train picked up speed, carrying him away from the station, away from his 

fears. As he settled into his seat, a small smile crept onto his face. For the first time that day, Bobby felt a sense of 

victory. He had escaped, and tomorrow, he decided, he would face his bullies not with fear, but with courage. The train 

journey marked not just an escape, but the beginning of a new journey for Bobby.
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1. Who is the main character in the story? (Recall)
2. Why was Bobby running towards the train station? (Inference)
3. Describe the weather conditions in the story. How did they affect Bobby's escape? 
(Inference)
4. How does Bobby feel when he is running away from the bullies? Provide evidence from 
the text to support your answer. (Inference)
5. How does Bobby's feeling change from the start to the end of the story? (Analysis)
6. What does the train symbolize for Bobby? (Interpretation)
7. Can you find a sentence in the text that describes Bobby's physical state as he is 
running? (Recall)
8. How do you think the bullies felt when they saw Bobby escape on the train? (Prediction)
9. What decision does Bobby make about dealing with the bullies in the future? (Recall)
10. "The train journey marked not just an escape, but the beginning of a new journey for 
Bobby." What do you think this sentence means? (Interpretation)
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4. Who helped Bobby get onto the train? 
A. A passerby 
B. His friend 
C. The train conductor 
D. No one helped him.

5. What was the reaction of the bullies when they saw Bobby escape on the train?
A. They were surprised and frustrated. 
B. They were happy and relieved. 
C. They were angry and shouted at him. 
D. They were indifferent and walked away.

1. Why was Bobby running towards the train station?
A. He was late for school. 
B. He wanted to catch a train to visit his grandparents. 
C. He was trying to escape from a gang of bullies. 
D. He was playing a game of tag with his friends.

2. What was the weather like when Bobby was running?
A. It was sunny and hot. 
B. It was snowy and cold. 
C. It was rainy and the streets were slick. 
D. It was a calm and clear day.

3. How did Bobby feel when he was running away from the bullies?
A. Excited 
B. Happy 
C. Fearful 
D. Bored
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I am a class teacher. What can copilot do to help me teach 
reading?
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Using generative AI

•The better you are at using AI, the 
better your results will be.
•G oal
•C ontext
•S ource
•E xpectations
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Supporting Reading with Digital Tools

•GL Assessment and Star Reader
•Accelerated Reader
•Reading Coach
•Assignments and Rubrics
•Use of Copilot in Bing Search
•Reflect
•Help!
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109 – Borderline child

• Progress

• Parent’s Evening

Next steps:

• vocabulary in context

• sophisticated vocabulary

• talk about what he has read
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Insights
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Insights
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Introducing Learning Accelerators

Foundational Skills

Reading

Progress & 

Reading Coach

Math

Progress &

Math Coach

Well-being

Microsoft Reflect

Future-Ready Skills

Search

Progress & 

Search Coach

Speaker

Progress & 

Speaker Coach

Insights

Insights

Education 

Insights

Learning Accelerators is a category of learning tools included in Microsoft 365 for Education that help streamline the creation, review, 
and analysis of practice assignments while providing students real-time coaching along the way to them catch up, keep up and get 
ahead.
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Reading Coach (in Assignments)
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Reading Progress demo – video coming!
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Reading Progress – Generate passage with AI
Private preview
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Reading Progress – Comprehension Questions and AI
Private preview
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Reading Coach demo – coming soon!
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Transforming the Reading 
Landscape with AI
With Anthony Lees and Michael Kimber

anthony.lees@tcat.education

michael.kimber@tcat.education
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Is using AI cheating?
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If students are going 
to be leveraging AI, 

how do we steer them 
to use it in the right 

way?
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Essay Question:
"Discuss the role of propaganda during World 

War II. How did it influence public opinion, 
boost morale, and contribute to the war efforts 

of the Allied and Axis powers?“

How can AI enhance this teaching journey?
Planning|Teaching

Responding|Feedback
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‘Jack’

1. Attends a lecture/class, using an AI tool to transcribe 
the lecturer’s talk.

2. Jack asks AI to turn this transcription into a summary 
of his key learning points. He asks AI to define terms & 
concepts that confused him.

3. Jack asks AI to build him a bank of quiz/revision 
questions to test his knowledge.

4. Jack asks AI to suggest essay questions, which he 
responds to by writing a practice essay.

5. Jack submits his essay to AI, and asks it for feedback.
6. Following his feedback, Jack improves his essay, then 

asks AI to argue against his points, helping him to 
understand the alternative viewpoints.
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21st Century Learning Design

•Knowledge Construction

•Collaboration

•Self-regulation

•Real-world problem solving

•Skilled Communication

•ICT for Learning
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Have you reviewed the 
DfE guidance?


	Slide 1: Transforming the Reading Landscape with AI
	Slide 2: To what extent do we view the rise of AI similarly to the rise of the internet in education?
	Slide 3: John B. Nash, Ph.D. – LinkedIn Post 01/03/25
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: What are the tools you are interested in?
	Slide 11: How could we use it?
	Slide 12: How could we use it?
	Slide 13: Start with the issue
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28: Using generative AI
	Slide 29: Supporting Reading with Digital Tools
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34: Introducing Learning Accelerators
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38: Reading Progress – Generate passage with AI Private preview
	Slide 39: Reading Progress – Comprehension Questions and AI Private preview
	Slide 40
	Slide 41: Transforming the Reading Landscape with AI
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44: If students are going to be leveraging AI, how do we steer them to use it in the right way?
	Slide 45: Essay Question: "Discuss the role of propaganda during World War II. How did it influence public opinion, boost morale, and contribute to the war efforts of the Allied and Axis powers?“  How can AI enhance this teaching journey? Planning|Teachin
	Slide 46: ‘Jack’
	Slide 47: 21st Century Learning Design
	Slide 48: Have you reviewed the DfE guidance?

